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Coaches Hall of Fame. Stoky believed that
every student should participate to the highest
level of their ability and insisted upon the im-
portance of fair play and good sportsmanship.
His outstanding values and compassion have
influenced countless Milton Academy grad-
uates, such as myself.

Herbert has continued to show remarkable
dedication, vigor, and commitment to Milton
Academy and the town of Milton. I join all the
friends of Herbert G. Stokinger, as we cele-
brate his 90th birthday and recognize this fine
individual who has touched the lives of so
many.
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Mr. FARR of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today with great sadness at the recent passing
of my good friend, James Collins. Jim, who
was a member of the Salinas City Council,
died recently from complications caused by
cancer. He was 66.

For much of the past 20 years Jim has loy-
ally and faithfully served the people of his
hometown of Salinas. He is remembered by
myself and colleagues as an active and de-
voted public servant with a keen sense of
humor that often lightened tense debates. His
devotion to education and public service was
unequaled.

Jim was born in Santa Rosa and moved to
Salinas, CA, where he lived for 60 years. He
attended the public schools in Salinas and
graduated from San Jose State University in
1962. He taught physical education at local
public schools in the Salinas Valley for 23
years.

He was first appointed to the Salinas City
Council in 1975 and remained there until 1983
when he stepped down. He ran again for elec-
tion in 1989 and remained on the council until
his death. Jim served as mayor pro-tem four
times and sat on numerous committees and
boards throughout Monterey County. He was
the chairman of the Monterey-Salinas Transit
Board, and was a member of the Fort Ord
Reuse Authority. He was also a member of
the California Rodeo Board for 30 years.

Jim’s commitment to the youth of Salinas
was unsurpassed. He coached dozens of
youth teams and spent many years officiating
at high school football and basketball games.
He was instrumental in creating the Breadbox
Recreation Center for youth and he also
helped to establish the Police Athletic League.

Jim Collins’ commitment to the city of Sali-
nas was commendable. He will be remem-
bered by his family and all of the citizens of
Salinas for his 15 years of public service to
the community. My thoughts and prayers re-
main with his family on his passing. He will be
sorely missed by all of us.
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Mr. COOLEY of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, over
the course of the last year, I have worked dili-
gently to resolve long-standing water disputes
in the Umatilla Basin of northeast Oregon.
With the help of Senator HATFIELD, affected ir-
rigation districts in the Basin (the districts, the
Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian
Reservation (the Tribes), and the State of Or-
egon (the State), we were able to fashion a
compromise which struck the delicate balance
between environmental enhancement and the
needs of the local economy. However, this
consensus could not have been reached if all
sides were not willing to compromise. Be-
cause of this, I am somewhat puzzled by re-
cent statements that place the blame for the
bill’s failure on the irrigation districts.

H.R. 2392, my bill to adjust the boundaries
for the four irrigation districts in the Umatilla
Basin, has undergone many changes in the
past year. The original draft of the bill would
have simply adjusted these boundaries upon
enactment. However, it has always been my
intention to listen carefully to all members of
the community in the hopes of ultimately
crafting a proposal which has unanimous sup-
port. So, when the Confederated Tribes of
Umatilla Indian Reservation (the Tribes) raised
concerns about the need for a continued com-
mitment to environmental enhancement, and a
new NEPA study prior to boundary adjust-
ment, I added those provisions to the bill.

The compromise agreed to by the Tribes,
the districts, and the State of Oregon would
make the boundary adjustments contingent
upon completion of a NEPA study and ap-
proval of the Secretary of the Interior—a major
concession on the part of the districts who
were seeking long-term stability. In addition, I
added language that requires the districts to
donate 6,500 acre feet of water per year for
environmental enhancement—as their interim
contract requires—until a portion of Phase III
of the Umatilla Basin Project large enough to
exchange 90 cubic feet per second is com-
pleted and operational. These provisions were
added in a good faith attempt to address the
concerns of the Tribes.

Unfortunately, despite the agreement of all
affected interests in the Basin, the Clinton Ad-
ministration threatened to veto the bill. They
wanted to alter the bill so that the Secretary of
the Interior had full discretion to not only ad-
just the boundaries, but to alter the size of the
new boundaries. In short, they wanted the au-
thorization to do something for which they are
already authorized, but have failed to accom-
plish. The Administration wanted more spend-
ing authority without addressing the basic
issue of boundary adjustments. In short, they
wanted to have their cake and eat it too. I
could not support a change that would render
the status quo.

The compromise reached by all of the inter-
ests in the Umatilla Basin would have suc-
ceeded because each of the parties had an
economic stake in seeing that the other par-
ties’ objectives were attained. The districts’ op-
position to the Administration’s request to ne-
gate the one section of the bill in which they

have an interest should not be viewed as un-
cooperative. By removing sections from the bill
that pertain to the districts, we would be left
with an unbalanced, unworkable solution that
would not solve the complex problems in the
Basin, or provide long-term stability for all who
live there.

Even more troubling than the Clinton Admin-
istration’s threatened veto over a procedural
technicality, are some of the statements that
have been made since the bill failed to pass.
These statements argue that the districts’ fail-
ure to compromise was responsible for the
bill’s inability to win Administration support.
Nothing could be further from the truth.

Once again, I would point out the progress
we have made in the last year. What once
was a bill that only contained boundary adjust-
ments upon enactment for the four districts,
eventually contained provisions that first, au-
thorized $64 million for construction of Phase
III of the Umatilla Basin Project; second, au-
thorized $6.5 million for the Tribes’ share of a
joint City of Pendleton/Tribes’ water storage
facility; third, authorized $500,000 for develop-
ment of a water management plan, and a
ground water/surface water model of the
Umatilla Basin; fourth, authorized $400,000
annually for the operation of Phases I, II, and
III; fifth, required that the Secretary of the Inte-
rior enter into negotiations with the State of
Oregon to determine the Tribes’ water right
claim; sixth, required the districts to donate
6,500 acre feet of water for environmental en-
hancement until a portion of Phase III is built
large enough to exchange 90 cubic feet per
second; and seventh, required a NEPA study
to be conducted prior to the adjustment of the
districts’ boundaries.

Many of these provisions, particularly num-
bers 6 and 7, constitute substantial movement
on the part of the districts, and should not be
discounted in the rush to lay blame on any
one party.

I still maintain that the only way to address
the Umatilla Basin’s long-standing water is-
sues is to work together in a cooperative ef-
fort—something I felt was accomplished this
year. Although I will not be returning for the
105th Congress, I hope that my successor—
whoever it may be—builds upon the agree-
ments reached in the last year, and helps to
foster long-term stability for the environment
and the local economy in the Umatilla Basin.
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Mr. BENTSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
join Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Incor-
porated, Gamma Phi Sigma Chapter, in honor-
ing Houston’s firefighters for their outstanding
service to our community. The chapter will
honor Houston’s firefighters at their 16th an-
nual Status of Women Luncheon on October
26, 1996.

We seldom think of firefighters unless we
hear a screaming siren or see the flashing
light of a fire engine. But the fact that we don’t
often think about firefighters is a testament to
how well they do their job—we comfortably go
about our everyday lives because we know
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